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Welcome to the fun and exciting@®.1
USA Volleyball season with the Iroquois Em-  Welcome
pire Volleyball Association (IREVA). Girls Teams fi 4

Myself and our Board of Directdoskirgy Nationals
forward to hearing from and working with you, ... . 6
in making this the most meaningful and produc-
tive year possible. One of our main goals is to Nationals

include you as an integral part of our ever omensss Teamsa g
growing process of positive change and to keeRationals

you informed of each and every change as they

are implemented. We want, and need, to h@afens 8 Teamsd 10
your thoughts and ideas about everything fromnationals

new programming initiativesw to improve

upon, or restructure, our current policies arrgverse Coed Teamii 12
procedursbest meet your needs Nationals

This goal, in large part, is what instituted thwens so/s5/50 Teamsi 13
concept of us now hokinmyial Administra- Nationals

tive Meetindgsr allClub Directors, Team .
s A Teamii 15

ationals

twash uman natureds resistance
ingghatmades makbem mandatory for Mens BB Teams fi 16
each aaccess tocegistrdtien of their Nationals

club, updating of their teams/rosters, and/or ..« g reamsa 2
approval of their tournamesit truly, the Nationals
meetings are meant to be a forum that not only

allows us to provide you with helpful informatens Open Teami 22
tion, updates, and resources for the season, byt
alsaneaningful interaction between those ac-

tively participating in IREVA and those repre-

senting IREVA on its Boatd course, we

will also need your help in taking imak-in

ingany approvelblanges come to fruition

through assistance in the planning, staffing,

and implementation of the events or programs.

t

(0]



Congratulations
to all athletes
and teams who
participated in
post season

events!
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Continued from page 1 of information and communication.

. . N Pleaseheck it ouds well as the other
This s | REWAR-sS (gy8&¢Up t?d’p%g%é, anfl ébntact
bookSo, i f you hawvygBprbpriateBbafddnemiber (sBe' ©
find us, join, and pass it on to any apfntact Info page) if you have any
all we should be communicating Wit estions or need further assistance.
about all of the volleyball opportunities

IREVA has to offer. Our CommuniGgre hayelawer cost College member-
tions Director, or any other Board for verified fuiime college stu-

ber you may know, is just a call or digKts) and=REE No Cost 8 & un-
away (see the Contact Info page onyaiimembership season
website) if you have ideas on how we '

can make ours a Facebook page thﬂqase make sure you renew or set up

everyone wants to be a part of andyfgliy initial membership now. Our Reg-

low. istration page ore, will assist you
: . in completing the necessary steps. It is

We have a Marketing Director, a imperative that you update any
Youth and Development Coordinatiyanges in your information (address,
as well as an Outdoor & Related Sp@[E)honepil, etc.), through your
Director to assist us in taking on anyyh Director or Team Rep, during the
initiativesn the underdeveloped aredgason; aplkaseeep your username
ofboys, youth, outdoor, sitting, and 5,4 password for this system in a safe
deaf volleybailour Region. But as.rPIace for easy retrieval when needed.
you know, we need those with an inter-
est to step up and talk with these folkgngratulations to all athletes and
about programming ideas, as well §sams who participated in post season
who else may be able to help, whalsRgts (USA Nationals, Regional or
cific events / programs we can begiRyational High Performance Camps
when and where we can make themyng/or Championships, etc.). We are
happen, and how we can get partiCisyremely proud and appreciative of
pants to attend! you representing IREVA at these

: . : events and hope that you had positive
We will continue our efforts in and gyperiences to share with others so
suppormfour ever growing High Peryhey 100, will expand their exposure to

formance Program, up and coming &glgmagnificent volleyball opportuni-
ree Development Program, increasifgly

activédult and Junior Committees congratulations also go out to the offi-

and all inspiring Coaching Educatiogjg|s’ hoth referees and scorekeepers,
events. Please contact us about yQyhq were successful in upgrading their

interest in any of these areas, whethgfilnal / international ratings this
is as a participant, volunteer, or poSfea.

tive contributor in any way.
_ Additionally, oheartfelt thankgees
There isrew Tournament/Event Paggito || of ouProgram and Club Di-
on our websiten(w.ireva.ojthat we  yactors, Team Reps, Coaches, and Tou
and feedback to serve as the impetysarouspportunitiesat they dor

toward a more dsendly, ime sav- participation in our incredible sport
ing and efficient, interactive modahtB



http://www.ireva.org/
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L e todtinue the treafdhevolleyball commubityng one of the few consiskeminstratifmn

and off the court) vialueand importance of teamwork, commitment, dedication, camaraderie, appre
tion of others, and the willingness to help others when in need by working t@letheg ae-a region
sourcesalents, ideas, facilities, etc. to ultgnanethéfelongporbf volleyball for participabsl
level¢recreation to AA), genders, and ages (youth to golden masters), as well as, implementing pr
develop players to their maximum potential thereby improving the national representation of the Ir
Empire region at all levels of competition.

In closing, | will ask you again, to please, join me, and our dedicated Board members, to make ou
grow with increased numbers of members, teams, officials, tournaments and other playing options
light and exhibit the various levels of the wonderful and thrilling sport of volleyball!

Have a tremendous season!

Patty Blacklock
IREVA Commissioner




Legion 16 Girls

0Throug
the trip we
made sure that
the girls
understood
that no matter
what
happened; to
take this as a
learning
experience to
grow as a
volleyball

pl ayer.

hout
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Legion VBC Girls 16-1

Teresa Coppiellie

The Junior National Cham-

pionships brings together
some of the most talented
teams from all over the

country. This years tourna-

ment was held in Atlanta,
GA in the Georgia World
Congress Center. Play for

the 16's bracket started on
July 1, but many other age

brackets had begun a few
days earlier. As the girls
entered the massive con-
vention center they imme-
diately noticed the large
number of courts and the
packs of people around
each court. As we ap-
proached our court, the
girls were drawn in by the
championship court which
was surrounded by fan

filled bleachers watching
the final match for the 13's
open division. At this point
you could see the girls go
into game mode. The ex-
citement around them fu-
eled their passion to play
competitive volleyball. This
16's team from upstate
New York was about to
play some of the best 16's
teams in the country. The
girls played four days in-
cluding 10 total matches of
very competitive volleyball.
They stepped out on the
court for every game with
confidence ready to play
their hardest, and that's
what they did. The ulti-
mate goal was to learn
from each game and try to

Legion VBC Girls 18-1 Dynamite

Coach Casey Wright

Almost our entire team
started playing club to-
gether at the age of 14, and
this year they got to end
their club career by com-
peting at the Junior Olym-
pic Nationals Champion-
ships in Atlanta Georgia.
Going to Nationals was
nothing new to this group,
they had gone in years
past, but this year we had
one goal in mind, to win.
Through our whole season
competing in Nationals
had been our goal. With
every practice and game
we worked to get better
and to represent IREVA in
Atlanta.

Our trip to the national
championship in Atlanta

had many ups and downs.
The first day we had the
opportunity to play against
some amazing volleyball
clubs, and with that we
ended the first day 0 -3. As
coaches we
but rather very proud of
the way the girls played
and competed. Throughout
the trip we made sure that
the girls understood that
no matter what happened;
to take this as a learning
experience to grow as a
volleyball player. The top
moment of our trip to na-
tionals came on the last
day of play when we beat
the USA Michigan team.
This is a not just a simple
win, but something that
most of the girls had never
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gain new skills as a team
and as individuals Legion
16's grew stronger and
became better volleyball
players.

Of course volleyball was
the main attraction of At-
lanta, but the girls were
also able to enjoy some of
the sights. The girls ex-
plored the city including
the Coke Cola museum
and the CNN center. Team
dinners were enjoyed at
different restaurants
throughout the city; the
girls were able to try some
true southern food. The
Junior National Champion-
ships was overall a great
experience for the girls,
their families, and the club!

done before, win a game at
Nationals. The girls then
battled to the end losing in
3to LVA.

All'in all this was a great
way for the seniors to end

wer ‘?h@nocfub cHrBer. el'ltne’

team was made up of Sen-
iors Amanda Schott, Ra-
chel Martin, Sara Malsch,
Ellie Wagner, Gena Russo
and Bridget Haggerty
along with Juniors Monica
Hall and Hannah Kutney
from Lakeside. Other
members of the team who
played with us during the
season who were unable to
attend were Sylvia Sorri-
ento, Amber Gass and
Nancy Vickerson.
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Results for Legion VBC 18 -1 Dynamite:
LVC vs. Goldenwest 18 Asics L 0 -2 (10-25, 25-18)
LVC vs Pinellas Heat 18 Elite L0 -2 (16-25, 18-25)
LVC vs. Neb Impact 18 Select L 0 -2 (12-25, 22-25)
LVC vs. Club V Black L 0 -2 (18-25, 25-15)
LVC vs. Club One 18 Black L 0 -2 (18-25, 12-25)
LVC vs, Blue Crab 18 L 0 -2 (18-25, 20-25)
LVC vs PVA 18 Blue L 0 -2 (18-25, 16-25)
LVC vs. Absolute 18 Black L 0 -2 (21-25, 13-25)
LVC vs. USA Michigan W 2 -0 (25-23, 25-20)
LVC vs. LVA 18 Blue L 2 -1 (21-25, 25-23, 11-15)

Lakeside Riptide AGirls 17

Natalie Ziskin
0Going From
t he Oceand

Qualifying for the opportu-
nity to
Junior National Champion-
ships was a rewarding ex-
perience in many ways. In
April, we challenged Buville
Blast for our regional bid to
Nationals. It was a great
match that prepared us for
the competition we would
be facing in Atlanta. We
started thinking about
fundraising ideas to offset
the costs of our trip. We
set up a
the Parko,
nual celebration of the
t own of
derds Day.
made friendship bracelets,
glow sticks, finger lights,
candy, and held a raffle for
a variety of gift baskets.
We hosted a concession at
the Flag Day Parade in
Burnt Hills. We set up a
tent in the Freedom Circle
at the Burnt Hills High
School to sell food and
drinks to the parade -

t wakerd kefore thet parade

began. Later, we moved to
the football stand to pre-

parta Kk RAre foﬁ thF C@Wd& |th?t

woud come to watch the
fireworks after the parade.

We  sold hamburgers,
cheeseburgers, hot dogs, ice
pops, candy, a variety of
drinks, friendship brace-

lets, glow sticks, and finger

lights. These fundraisers
made the trip more af-

fordable for our parents.

We practiced hard twice a
week. Days before our trip,

It SvouRi 'be fdre
than just a volleyball tour-

Char | paménd & it veuinbe a
Weime $f@mlarfy firdisdoR dirls

on our team. Two of the
girls on our team flew on a
plane for the first time
traveling to Atlanta. In

Atlanta, we stayed in the
tallest hotel in the western

hemisphere (73  stories
talll). There was a glass
elevator on the outside of
the hotel that overlooked
the entire

going to lie, the elevator
definitely
Morton said. On the top of
the hotel, there was a res-
taurant  which  rotated
three hundred and sixty
degrees in 60 minutes.

The competition at Nation-
als was the best competi-

boot heverydne Wakadetting ek- N tion we saw all year long.
w h i cRef.

We played teams from all
over the country, including
Florida, California, Ala-
bama, Utah, and Pennsyl-
vani a. ol t

to be able to compete in
this

Zi skin sai d.
to come to Nationals since |
was littl e.

finally got the opportu-
nity. = Every
to play us because we had

ci Uie- bestglﬂsltooeycﬁangﬁ &V €

scar_e.Jd

i s

tournament, 0
| dve
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been in a hotel t h
Lynsea Hensel sai d.
WA s huge! 6 I n or d
serve so many people on so
many floors, the elevators
traveled very fast.

olt is
honor to be
able to
compete in
this

tournam

such

ent o

Nat al

i e
wanted




o0Coming| to
Atlanta has
been a great
experience for
all of us. We
got to see that
volleyball is
much bigger
than just what
we have in our

region. 0
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IREVA t -shirts and | <3
NY pins . Although we only
won one match, Nationals
was a great experience and
every single one of us grew
as players. We took many
matches to three games,
and several games we only
lost by a few points. We
were at a great height dis-
advantage, but that only
made us work harder. It
was fun to see higher level
teams from the west coast.
I f we didnodot
tunity to come to Nation-
als, the farthest we would
have traveled for a tourna-
ment was Pittsburgh, and
no west coast teams come
to East Coast Champion-
ships. There were many
college coaches at this
tournament .
seen soO many
coaches i n

Siena Wilder said. We are
very grateful that we had
our two coaches volunteer
their time to bring us here.

ol real ly
IREVA Commissioner
Patty here

Mc Cor mac k

always offered many
laughs, and always had
great things

While we were in Atlanta,
we had time to see a lot of
sights. Atlanta is a huge
city with many things to do

h angd enany hpkace [ peatr

We visited the Coca Cola
Factory, the Georgia
Aquarium (the only place
in the world that has
whale sharks), went to an
Atlanta Braves game, and
traveled on the MARTA.
We walked through the

0 Centdnaial ©lympie vPark
college everyday on our way to the
0 Georgia pWodd: €ongress

Lakeside Blue fiBoys 18

Coach Melissa Armstrong

For the fifth year in a row,
Lakeside was proud to rep-
resent IREVA at this tour-
nament. Held at the con-
vention center in Minnea-
polis Minnesota, the play-
ers, Jordan Armstrong,
Stew Allendorph, Logan
Barbour, Kyle Landrigan,
Michael Marshman, Ravi
Shah, Ryan Trask and
Ketryk Wilder...were very
excited to have the oppor-
tunity to compete against
the best players from Ha-
waii, Canada, Puerto Rico
and the Continental
United States.

This year, 59 teams com-
peted in the 18U club divi-
sion. Entering the compe-
tition seeded 18th overall,

the team was anxious to
get on the court and show
the other regions what
IREVA was made of.
Placed in a three team
pool, Lakeside came out on
fire winning our first

match against Bounce

Elite from Chicago 25 -
12...25-17. Having previ-
ously played our next oppo-
nent at Eastcoast Champi-
onships our match against
Orlando Gold from Florida,
proved to be a typical barn
burner with Lakeside los-
ing in three games

19-25...25-17...15-10. Our
third and final match of
the day was a crossover
winning match against
Beach Cities Boys from

t
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Center, and ate many
meals at the CNN Center.
There was a Starbucks on
every corner, and even one

enjioyedurhalotnagl

bucks in our hotel closed at

wi teéhPMWM) svhich whko dislpy
s a i gainting

becise there
were many times that we
were out eating dinner and

lmawiaryg 6f un and
back i n ti me,
Cook said.

Coming to Atlanta has

been a great experience for
all of us. We got to see
that volleyball is much big-
ger than just what we have
in our region. We all im-
proved and matured as
players. We are so thank-
ful for this opportunity,
and grateful to everyone
that helped us along the
way.

Southern California 25 -
20...25-20.

Day 2 proved to be filled
with excitement and
drama....our team was
placed in a very competi-
tive pool. Our first match
of the day was against APV
18 from Arizona (the over-
all 2 seed). The first game
was very shaky with APV
leaping to a 13 -3
lead...after a much needed
time out, Lakeside battled
back turning around what
was a blowout to losing
respectably 18 -25. With
confidence on our side the
team leapt out to a 15 -8
lead when APV called it's
first time out...as we
cruised to a 20-12 lead,

)

di

I.
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tragedy took on the form of
two Lakeside players col-
liding leaving one player
with a hyper extended el-
bow and what seemed to
possibly be a broken wrist.
Collecting our emotions
and briefly remembering
our goals, the remaining
players found a way to hold
on to their lead and win

the second game 25-20.
Going into a third and de-
ciding game, Lakeside con-
tinued to feed on their emo-
tions and battled back and
forth winning the third
game against APV 15 -13.
The reality of playing the
remainder of the day a

man down proved to take
its toll as the day went on.
Our match against Energy
Boys 18 Rox from lllinois
25-21...25-20 was a com-
plete let down against a
team we were evenly
matched against. Needing
a win to keep us in the
hunt for gold, we needed to
win our next match against
Club Vertical 18 Gold from
Chicago. Losing the open-
ing game 22-25 the team
battled back to win the

next game 25-15 as well as
the third game 15 -9 to put
us in a three way tie. Be-
cause of this we had to play
a one game tie breaker
with Energy Boys..but un-
fortunately we could not
capitalize on this opportu-
nity losing 25 -21. This loss
placed us in the bronze
division as we approached
day 3 of the competition.

With our readjusted line -
up and injured player go-
ing at 1/2 speed, Lakeside
approached day 3 with grit
and determination. Even
though we put up a great
fight against Riptide 18
Orange from Southern
California, we lost the

match 25-22...25-13. Our
next match against a famil-
iar foe brought much ex-
citement to our court.
Knowing that we needed to
win this match to continue
in the bronze division, our
team battled with MEVBC
18 America from Connecti-
cut.

Even though Lakeside won
this match in three games
25-13...19-25...15-11 in dra-
matic fare, (our captain
caught the opponent with
an illegal Libero switch
which caused them posses-
sion of ball, removal of
points, etc.)... we knew our
job was not done for the
day because we still needed
to play the San Juan VBC
from Puerto Rico. We bat-
tled exchanging leads, un-
fortunately the changes we
were forced to make due to
injury, could not stop this
team. We lost the match
25-21...25-22, but at the
end of the day, | couldn't
have been more proud of
the determination my team
play with.

This loss put us in the
Flight | division.

As we approached the final
day of competition our goal
for the first match was sim-
ple...win you keep on play-
ing, lose you work. Our
opponents was High Inten-
sity

18-1 from Texas. Although
our injured player was feel-
ing a bit better (no broken
bones), we kept things the
same with our modified
line -up. Battling point for
point, Lakeside rallied af-
ter dropping the first game
21-25 to come from behind
and win the second game
25-20 and kept composed
to win the third game 16 -
14. This win put us on a
direct collision course with

MEVBC 18 America from
Connecticut. The team we
had previously beat the
day before. Knowing this
team was still smarting
from that loss and the call
for their illegal Libero
switch, | reminded the
team that they needed to
handle their business
quickly and efficiently
keeping this match to two
games. Winning this
match against MEVBC 25 -
20, 25-19 gave us first
place in Flight | and al-
lowed us to bring home a
plaque documenting our
accomplishments.

As a coach and player, we
could sit around and think
what would have happened
if we didn't experience such
a big injury....but | believe
working together as a team
to overcoming the obstacle
with grace and dignity was
in itself a great reward.

We take away fond memo-
ries of team work, knowing
we overcame disaster and
handed that team from
Arizona (the overall 2nd
place winner of this tour-
nament) their only loss

until they played in the
final.

This tournament was a
great experience for all and
we are so proud to have
been given the opportunity
to represent IREVA and
Lakeside Volleyball Club.

ol beli
working
together as a
team to
overcoming the
obstacle with
grace and
dignity was in
itself a great
reward.

e

o




oOWomeno
Nationals was
a rollercoaster

ride. ..

B B
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OAIl ti
Womens BB
Carolyn C. Jaskolka

tudebo
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Women's team "Altitude"” challenged themselves this year by enter-
ing the BB division. A few changes to the roster brought some great
additions to the squad. The roster included Carol Brewer, Carolyn
Jaskolka, Suzy Barbaritz, Heidi Brower, Dani Hunt, Stacy Kowal,
and Sheila Gisbrecht. The team started off the tournament with a
win in three sets but unfortunately struggled through the rest of
pool play. They won their first challenge match in the Copper
bracket. "Altitude" fought hard for one more win in the first round

of the Copper Bracket but was unable to conquer team, 'It is what it
is' from Texas. The team had a good time in Dallas and played

some great volleyball.

ORockstaroé

Womens BB
Jo Hicks

The 2011
BB Nationals was a rol-
lercoaster ride for the
Rockstar Volleyball team.
Some of our team started
out trip to Dallas, Texas
with a small bump in the
road. Most of our team
me mber s o
layed and a lot of us had to
travel to different airports
to make it to Dallas on
time. Despite the delays,
we all made it to Dallas
with plenty of time to
spare.

Our first day in Dallas,
since we had the afternoon
schedule, involved enjoying
the Texas warm weather
by the pool and settling
into our hotel. Although,
our time in the sun was
short lived because we
were scheduled to work at
2 pm; even though we did
not have to play until 6 pm
that night. After reviewing
our schedule, we noticed
that we were scheduled to

Adul t

wovkK@ fotemoré than any
other team in our pool. We
thought this was very un-
fair, so we expressed our
concerns to the people in
charge. They told us that
because there were a lot
mor e Womends

f I i g hthisyeas, ¢here hadite be

some seven team pools and
in those pools there was
always one team that had
to work more than the oth-
ers; that happened to be
us. Slightly annoyed at
our misfortune, yet pleased
that the person in charge
took the time to try to work
something out and explain
to us why this had hap-
pened, we focused our at-
tention to our first match.

After enjoying lunch at a
small sandwich place a few
blocks from the convention
center, we headed back to
get ready to play. Going
into the first match we
knew that one of our play-
ers was not going to make

it in time, so we made a
few adjustments and
played with just 6 people.
Still confident in all of our
abilities we had a solid
warm up and positive atti-
tudes. Although, when the

B Batch staated sve quickly

realized that we were not
as ready as we had
thought. We had chosen to
play BB because we knew
the strength and ability of
our team members would
match up well with other
BB teams. Yet, when we
had put our team together
to play BB at nationals, we
had no idea that we would
be playing A level teams
that decided to play a level
down because they wanted
to play on the weekend.
After realizing that the
teams we would be playing
would be a lot taller and
stronger than us because
they were A level teams;
we struggled to keep our
confidence up as a team.
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Overall, our first match
was a mess. With a loss
under our belts we knew
we had to keep playing and
we still had a little bit of
hope left because one of our
players was on her way
and would be there for our
second match. Anticipat-
ing our teammates arrival
kept our attitudes positive
and allowed us to remain
hopeful that with our

whole team intact we
would be able to be com-
petitive.

Our emotions were up and
down after our second
match. We knew that we
had played better as a
team than we had in our
first match but we still felt
inadequate compared to
the A level teams we had
in our pool. With our first
day of playing over with we
tried to focus on the fun we
would have exploring Dal-
las that night. After enjoy-
ing outdoor setting at a
restaurant with our team
and the mends
came with we walked
around West End enjoying
the warm night.

With spirits on the team
high about how much bet-
ter we had played as a
team in our second match,
we had high hopes that

things would turn around
for our team. We had to
play 4 matches on our sec-
ond day and although we
didnét win
matches we took a lot of
teams to 3 games. As a
team we had started play-
ing pretty consistently and
knowing that we could take
a game from these A level
teams gave use a slight
confidence boost. Although
that was not enough to win
any matches and going
totally defeated in pool

play caused tensions to rise
with some team members.
The only thing that kept us
going was the determina-
tion to have fun with our
friends, enjoy Dallas while
we were there and the
knowledge that now we
would be dropped to a
lower bracket with teams
more on the BB level.

With our third day under-
way we noticed that we
kept doing the same things
tovePall oVefagain. We
kept taking teams to 3
games, then loosing so we
decided that something big
needed to change. Luckily,
we have a very versatile
team with many members
who can play many differ-
ent positions. We changed
our setter and made a few

any

other adjustments to the
line up. Thankfully, this
was exactly the change we
needed! We finally started
wimrfing!t Witle the energy
on the team high from a
win we set our goal on win-
ning the losers bracket, as
we called it.

With one day left in the
tournament we played our
hearts out and never
looked back! We all won-
dered if things would have
turned out differently if we
had made this line up
change earlier but | think
we all knew that we could
be successful when we
played other BB level
teams. Even though we
had a rough start we left
Dallas, TX on a high note.
With a final celebration
feast at a fantastic Brazil-
ian restaurant and a fun
night enjoying drinks with
friends we left Dallas with
smiling faces. In the end,
our team knows that na-
tionals isnot
a gold metal but about
playing volleyball with
good friends, enjoying and
exploring a new city and
having fun!

a
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0The
that kept us

on

going was
determination
to have fun
with our

friends

n
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ng
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ORPI 6
Womens B

Meghan Cain

After coming in throughout the threeple points in a row, often
first place at the IREVA days that we played. Deputting us ahead, but
regional championships, spite  winning IREVA then would back off in
the RPI women's teamwomen's B regionalsaggressiveness and team
had very high hopes for with a very strong team,cohesiveness. This
nationals in Dallas, TX. we could not get a handwould let the opposing
However, with some ful of those team mem-team back in, causing us
personnel changes, inju-bers to travel to Dallasto lose the set and even-
ries and unforeseen cir-Not having our captaintually the match. Unfor-
cumstances, things didthe first day started ugunately, we ended up
not go as planned. Eachoff on the wrong foot, with a losing record, al-
game was hard fought,not to mention playingthough a handful of the
and while this showed for the first time togethersets we played were
mostly in first game of as a team. Two of oumwithin a few points. We
each match and not inplayers developed inju-are now looking forward
the second, the teamries in the first couple ofto building off of last
never gave up. We madedays, also putting us at gear's stellar regular sea-
it to double digits in all disadvantage. We'd haveon, and look forward to
but one set, and hadsome bursts of greatnessext year's national tour-
some really good rallies in which we'd win multi- nament.

0The pos|litiv
support and

encouragement

0Get Over [11t6
throughout the

tournament was Womens B

amazing [t o sJoanieooney

Nationals this year
was quite a fun and memo-
rable experience! Some of
the girls on our team had
been to Nationals before,
and others had not. Our
roster consisted of 7 origi-
nal GOI ladies - Ashley
Swint, Heather McGuire,
Jen Distin, Joanie Cooney,
Lisa Liopiris, Megan Ol-
lendyke and Tricia Best
and 1 borrowed from Ener-
gizers, Theresa Stoeckel.

Ouir first day
started off with one of our
middles, Megan, flights
being cancelled the night
before so we had to slightly
change our lineup. This

wasnodt t hat bi

g

for us since we already
knew we were losing our
other middle, Heather, on
Monday afternoon due to
work so Jen started play-
ing middle a few days ear-
lier and Theresa would be
playing all around. Unfor-
tunately, Jen injured her
knee in the second match
of the day. Luckily, Megan
was only going to miss the
first day. We may not have
been winning matches on
Saturday but our team had
played the best that we
ever had. We were very
intense and cohesive,
which persisted through-
out the entire tournament.
Wed"l?d a reaésﬁ g %OB
y

S|der|ng our very first

match we lost in 3 games,
losing game 3,15 -17
against a team we would
later face in the Bronze
quarterfinals. Megan
made it to Dallas to start
playing with us on Sunday
while Jen was unable to
continue playing and
cheered us on from the
bench. Again, our team
was communicating every
single play, whether it was
to call a ball in/out, num-

ber of blockers

got iito. The
port and encouragement
throughout the tourna-
ment was amazing to see.
Especially on plays such
as me breaking up a long
volley by dumping on two
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earning us the point (per
the team of course) or our
amazing libero kills from
Tricia and hearing the
whistle for a back row at-
tack while our very own
regions National Referee,
Tim Skinner, was scream-
ing, ONO WAY!
lines. Regardless of the
calls we all stuck together
as a team!!! We finally
played the way we all knew
we could. It just took us
being in Dallas to figure it
out! We played against
tough competition and al-
most all of our matches
were very close. Unfortu-
nately, after being on a
high on Sunday from win-
ning our matches, we lost
on Monday morning in a
very close match against a
team who ended up losing
in the Silver finals. With
losing this match we also
lost Heather for our match
on Monday morning. Not
only were we going to miss
Heat her
have another middle, but
she really stepped up at
Nationals finishing key
plays and was blocking

o

member the willingness of
every player to try some-
thing new and how suppor-
tive we all were of each
other. We may have made
Coach Ken tear up a little.
J The other team to ad-
vance won the Bronze divi-
sion for the second year in
AN the side
To get around to
the different sites in Dal-
las, we bought weekly
passes for the Dart, the
local monorail in Dallas.
We found this to be very
entertaining to say the
|l easté but it
venient having a Dart sta-
tion right outside our hotel,
The Marriot. Surprisingly,
not many hotels had pools
in Dallas so we had to
sneak into the Crowne
Plaza to enjoy some fun in
the sun. Oddly enough,
there was an ice skating
rink inside The Marriot.

There were a few
memorable places we went
o0 eat. We wentto a res-

becaus etawygr?t caffel he Poh

Cactus, where we met and
took several pictures with a
former American Idol con-
testant, Ctglstantlne Ma-

great . Now Werooulls antd
6 W'tlh Il mlcijdle,r,:-\shley K Ifore Jen a(§1d Adam got _
ro € er an eﬁga@e&'a thlgvs%rﬁerb%ce'

100% and we had Lisa
happily step up and offer
to play middle in what
would be our last match.

Earlier that
are the best
Lisa is 5,04

middle in one tournament
in her life. She fit right in
and was getting touches
and a few blocks. If | re-
member correctly, as well
as, some great corner Kills,
really just a great job! The
score as close as it was
does not reflect the way
our team played in our last
match. We will always re-

On the last night of our

trip, we went to a four  -star

seafood restaurant called
Mc C or mi a

Ic}'cated in fhg If‘)aﬁas shd) p-
\E nte p a mThlg

s apér ct\ﬁa ) ¥n8
our trip!

This trip brought
our teammates much
closer together, and we had
several funny moments
|l i keé Theresa
her own feet, the hilarious
bartender at The Iron Cac-

tus ddondt ever
Daughtry to him!, the cab

that 8 of us fit into

(including Adam who is
66606) and the
lost a few times while the
meter was still increasing
and Ashley spewing out
insults at him, our trip to

the Dallas Zoo, the reli-
gious group of guys sitting
in front of

at them while they prayed,

out loud, constantly lock-

ing our roommates out of

our rooms because we stu-

pidly used the latch to lock

the door - NO, the room
vJ<eys donotonopen

parently gomz of ourfa-

mous team quotes that will

forever go down in history

are 0l dm not

soéodo, o0l dondt c

checks me out, | just want

my oreos! o, ol d

glisten. 6, OHow

you not have orange slices

when you sell blue

moon?! 6, 0The

running while we sit here

waiting for him to enter the

address into the

OHow about $12 i

$16?6, and o0So d

want separate checks?...

Umm, | was told that there

was a complimentary

me

t hep rnel agkhfta sbte -her e. 6

We all agreed that
Nationals was a great ex-
perience for all of us and
we played some of the best

Il Il h
, SEIRR pahpig over

Salt Lake City next year!

canot

tripping

menti on
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' 0
BBQ and we all just stared

those ap-
the prowl,
are if he
on
t h
t e
0The tr
brought our
G teammates
ns
o much closer
togethe

wai t for

O
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00Orange Crusho

Reverse Coed

Angela Culotti

initial few minutes of
panic, we began searching

2 forghe bah. eOnesofiryi r e
teammates found it near

2011 Nationals in Dallas
was a different experience
for the Orange Crush
team. Due to weddings,

players in upstate NY and
it showed. They basically
pl ayed beach
tournament and dug every-

babies, relocation, and new  thing, which was great for the trainerds tent
jobs, the Orange Crush us girls when we needed cash had been taken out of
Womends team wraesstunamd edi dn 6the walety Al inall,is ub .
to come together to play in It was pretty remarkable was a huge relief!! | had
the Womends A t€watch, and is glso what only had $35 in the wallet,
sion. So the 3 of us that set us apart from the other and my credit card and ID
were left decided we would  teams. As for the three of and all of my other belong-
grab a few of our fellow us | adi es, I 8 dings ia the bagwere atill in
male club members and the most well rounded the bag!! So | could play,
give the Reverse Coed a women on one team. We and we had to hurry. As
try. We had a blast!!! all have very different hit- we returned to the bench
our first match of the tour- ting stylgs, which made it f[he warm up_time_was end-
nament was a total train - very difficult for the other ing, but at th_ls point we
wreck as we tried to figure teams to block and play were all so fired up from
out reverse coed without def en se, and Wteeoange_r ofssbnieone actu-
guys hitting and the rules tremely dominant players, ally stealing a player_s bag )
that we didndt nee

Weove nover oxipyselepEs e
Fortunately we lucked out eld day not having to
and played the toughest worry about wearing some-

team in our pool first, so one out. |t

warm up. We came out
pretty geared up but not
d gelting sotwellrardtlost the

0They sget a
standard that

we were forced to adjust or
get pounded, literally. We

made the adjustments and
almost took the second set
from them.

From there on out it was a
breeze, our girls were on
fire hitting and blocking,
and our setter was setting
lights out the whole first
day!" And our other two

where the ball was set, it
was going to be a point! So
as day one came to an end,
we went to happy hour and
dinner with big smiles and
good sprits knowing that
this tournament would be
ours for the taking the next
day.

And then came Thursday.
Quite possibly the worst

aw we ever cquld have
guys, wel l , | egsk%e\%for\.f\ﬁgh{ A%

they set a standard that
the other teams were very
jealous of. | cant count
how many people com-
mented on how they were
playing defense. We were
the only
use a girl in the back row
at all. Yes, one girl stood
in the back row, but it was
rest time and the only time
she touched the ball was if
it came directly to her by
mistake. Our two guys are
two of the

team

e had the vol-
leyball under control, and
just as it looked like we
could really win this thing,
we were hit with some out-
side forces that completely
qerﬁigg ouréeiarH. rﬁfg e
finished working the first
match of the day and were
returning to our bench to
begin warming up for our
quarterfinal match, I no-
ticed that my backpack
was missing!! Someone

t o pha%séolg%ig Af&?reﬂ?c h

first set. But as we settled
down from the bag episode
we began to click again
and started the domination
we had exhibited the day
before. We smoked the
team in the 2 nd set and
went into the 3 rd with all
the momentum. And then
the second disaster hit. As
we were finishing up the
3d set with a 12 -5 lead, a
girl from the other team
came under the net while
she was hitting and |
landed on her as | came
down from the block.
Needless to say, my tour-
nament was over, but we
had no subs, we had only
brought 6 players!! So
with a pretty severe ankle
sprain, | got taped up, fin-
ished the match and we
moved on to the semis. |
got iced and taped again
before the semifinal and
my other two girls started
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to get focused on how hard
they were going to have to
play to win this match

with only 2 hitters. The
outcome was pretty amaz-
ing!! We lost the semi, and
the following bronze medal
match, but the effort that
my team put in to get to a
25-20 and 28-26 loss, to the
team that won the entire
tournament for the 3 d year
in a row, was pretty amaz-
ing!! The boys were play-
ing defense 1|
never seen before, and the
2 remaining ladies were
lighting it up!! They were
blocking the entire net,
hitting front and back row
balls and just putting in

200 %. Il 6ve
seen a display of heart,
drive and athleticism like
this in real life. It may
sound cheesy, but it was
honestly like something
youdd see in
ing the match, as | limped
around with my ankle
taped just trying to stay
out of the way and get my
serves in, | looked around
and every seat around our
court was full. There were
more people crowded

0] ~ an |
Ié:lné’e n3}1c~)63]61?3\;8é1 or
And the entire crowd was
pulling for us!! No one
could believe that | stayed
on the court

have to forfeit, and they
were especially in awe of

Schenectady - Mens 60

Richard Gross

The
great ti me at
The team consisted of our
core Schenectady players of
Mike Sardella -Setter, Paul
Sander - MH, Ken Shea &
DS, Jim Webber 8 OS and
Setter, John Ray 8 OH and
Richard Gross 0 MH.

Many of these players have
been team members for
over 25 years. Two excel-
lent and much appreciated
Rochester area players
have been playing with us
in both the Nationals and
Sr. Empire States: Jim
Butler & Setter and Fred
Chase 6 OH. Their consis-
tency was critical to our
success. To add a little
more depth to the roster,
we found a player on the
internet that we registered
at Nationals. Humberto
Vela had National playing
experience and was a wel-
comed addition as a setter
and OH hitter.

Schenect adWe stafed sut rinked 20a

o 21 ttelarasraadlefded.up
tied for seventh. We went 4
and 2 in pool play losing
only to Kings Mountain

Fog (which won the tourna-
ment) and Brazil. We won
a Gold Medal Challenge
match that moved us into
the Gold Medal Pool which
was one of our goals. We
won our first Gold Medal
round match against Spike
Force 6008s
Quick Silver Legends (took
them to three sets) and
Boomers (lost 28 0 26 in
the first set).

| firmly believe that we
could compete with any
team in our division. After
playing 22 sets in three
days, most of the team was
wi ped out and
much left to give on the
court. We sorely missed
our long time team mem-

[}

ev

SO

n e \the displaydhiatung ted vy

maining 5 teammates were
putting on against the
(other) best team in the
tournament.

So although (PUIl’ tourn

Page 13

mBhY "' Wi dno%ure'nd the way

we expected when we be-
gan, we are pretty happy
with the result, 4 t place
with 5 players is not so
bad. And now that we
know what we have and
what we can do, we defi-

antely want to come back

dpla ZQ coed
%dhin f th fhuﬂea g
want some redemption and
I think wedl
it next time.
we

woul dnot

ber Jim Bishop who was
seriously injured playing
league volleyball in Janu-
ary.

You learn from past ex-
perience so a goal for the
Salt Lake City Nationals
will be to get a little more
depth on the roster so that
we can go into the playoffs
with a rested and higher
energy team.

a n dhe Dalgs greqwgssap ¢

experience. The food was
great, especially the ribs;
the traffic on the interstate
was sometimes horrible.
The days were always
sunny and the temperature
varied from 85 degrees at
8:00 am and rose to just
below 100 by early after-
I‘Fobnd ﬂu(?anity C‘/z?s Yni&h.
The high heat was pretty
uncomfortable for a team
coming from upstate New

be

able to

Owin or lose, the
character of the
players and the
team
camaraderie came
through to make
this a very special
experience.
Overall, we will
bring back many
pleasant
memories from
this
competit

get



ONot onl

we have fun
playing, but we
also

enjoyed cheering
on our other
regional teams,
who in turn
showed us great

support.
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York and we really worked the air conditioning on the
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rental cars. Since the park-

ing areas were always a hike from the venue, we were warmed up and stretched
by the time we reached our assigned court. Thank goodness that the venue was air

conditioned.

The locals were very cordial. The hotel that we stayed in was the Embassy Suites
and the staff was excellent. Rooms were comfortable, the free breakfast was fan-
tastic and the evening complimentary 2 hour cocktail hour was a pleasant sur-
prise. | have to give Bob Lacerais a pat on the back for a fine job in making the
room arrangements for the entire club.

Win or lose, the character of the players and the team camaraderie came through
to make this a very special experience. Overall, we will bring back many pleasant
memories from this competition.

Schenectady - Mens 55

Christopher Lindquist

47 fhey, yaaaalllll, the

Schenectady 55's played
well and had a great time

in Dallas, TX. Not only did
we have fun playing, but
we also enjoyed cheering
on our other regional
teams, who in turn showed
us great support,

thanks! We stayed about
15-minutes away from the
convention center, but
saved big bucks on parking
thanks to Bob Laceris who
located a $7.00

lot ONLY two miles away -
by the way, it was

only $12.00 to park di-
rectly under the

venue. Who would have
ever guessed that Bob is a
middle blocker who jumps
at anything? Anyway,

this extra walking was per-
fect for warming

up and cooling down, or as
the rest of us called it, total
exhaustion.

We started out winning

two of three matches on
day one, then the poop hit
the fan on day two with
only a one win and two
losses, but we were
psyched for the Silver play-
offs. Bryan Swift and
Bernie Goldfine were set-
ting well, while Fred Chase
and Chris Lindquist were
crushing the ball on the
outside. The playoffs be-
gan with a win, as Jack
Anderton and Paul Sander
put on a blocking clinic in
the middle, while Ken
Shea, libero supreme,

was digging up everything
in sight. Onto the semis,
where we won game one 25
-14....yeh, we're going to
the finals......ooops! We
forgot to show up for game
two, and then gave up an 8
-4 lead in game three to
the eventual medalists
from Brazil.

So, with the disappoint-
ment of losing behind us
we were invited to Lazy
Bones, a local restaurant
and bar

in nearby Grapevine, for
some goodole Texas ribs,
barbeque, potato salad,
fried ocre, fried onion
rings, and southern hospi-
tality....... oh, there were
some beverages in there
somewhere, too! The
owner's son, Dave was nice
enough to pick us up and
the food was free; the per-
fect ending to a great four
day in Dallas. We look
forward to Salt Lake City
next year, and Bob is pro-
gramming the GPS as we

RECALCULATING:) -
We would like to thank
the Iroquois Region for its
support and another

fun season of volleyball.
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Schenectady - Mens 50
Greg Healey

(
the Nationals, and the the effort, and we ended were in different @ A
fact that we played the up losing the match-@. matches, so while we | NI
first half worked out All of our Saturday never won a match, we |
well, since | took the en- matches played out the were very happy to get
tire week off and visited same way, and we endedhose wins. Overall, we I
some friends for the sec-up 06, hoping for a bet- had a great time, and we

This was my first visit to end, we couldn't sustain wins! Unfortunately they

Schenectady Mens 50

ond half of the week.

terlevel of competitive- played some very good

Over the course of the ness on Sunday.

regular season, | had

generally played with a and evening, we played bring anything but pride

On Sunday afternoon

different team, but man- better overall, but still
were unable to break outo New York.

aged to fit in a couple
tournaments with the

streak of lossegnding

teams quite closely, but

we weren't able to

and great memories back §

Many thanks to my

core of the team | would pool play with ncset teammates and to the

be playing with in Dal- wins. After what we'd  family and friends of my === e
las. felt was an improvementteammates who came

We started off our Dallasover Saturday, we main-out to cheer us on, and
schedule with our first  tained a positive out-  take pictures. We even
match at about 5 PM on look, determined had those pictures in oy
Saturday. We had a dif- to continue improving at hands by Monday eve- {5
ficult time in the first the playin matcheghat ning, which was very
game, never quite find- we were scheduled for nice. And we can't forge
ing a rhythm, but in the bright and early Monday our IREVA supporters
second game, we playedmorning. who also took time to

much better, and led for On Monday, we man-  cheer us on between

a brief period. In the aged two their matches.

OAr senal 6
Mens A
Josh Kohout

This year, Arsenal gave than to rally and leave it
Mends A anot heallontheygouraand vear a
disappointing finish last some new uniforms, we

year in Phoenix. Expecta- started an impressive

medal challenge matches.
The 2nd match of the morn-
ing was even better, beat-
ing a team that finished #2

tions were high after a suc-
cessful season and playing
in many great tourna-
ments. The competition
proved to be very tough as
we started out the first day
with a 0 -3 match record,
losing all 6 sets. Not the
start that was expected.
Having no other options

streak the next day in pool
play, winning both matches
and finishing 4 thina 6
team pool. This left us with
2 gold medal challenge
matches the following
morning. We had a shot!

The 3rd day started off
great with a convincing
win in the first of 2 gold

in their pool and solidifying
a spot in the double elimi-
nation gold medal bracket.
After such a slow start,
making it to gold was a
feat in itself that we were
proud of.

We then had to play a very
strong Riverview team for
the 2nd time



0This vy
traveling to
Dallas, Texas
to compete
with teams
from around

the cou

ear

ntry.
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as they beat us on our first
day of pool play. Same re-
sults this time as they beat
us in 2 games and we
moved to the |
the gold medal bracket.
After a good lunch and a
long break we got to play a
very talented Hawaiian
team on center court. Un-
fortunately, we never

0Zer o Gravi

Mens BB

Nathan Rose

The Zero Gravity men's team
entered once again in the USA
Volleyball BB level champion-
ships - this year traveling to
Dallas, Texas to compete with
teams from around the coun-
try. As has been the theme for
the past several years, travel
was a bit problematic for Zero
Gravity team members. First
though, the roster. This year
did not welcome any entirely
new players to the Zero Gravity
roster, however several players
deturned to the club after hav-
ing taken a season or two away
from the team. Charles Hony-
oust came to Dallas to set full
time, having played part time
with the club for several sea-
sons. Nick Laratta also re-
turned from an early season leg
injury to play libero. Nathan
Rose and Corey Hine both re-
turned from last year's roster to
hit outside for the team. Jeff
Evans continued his stretch of
many years with the club, hit-
ting opposite for another sea-
son. And we returned the
same middles as previous
year, bringing Steve Hicks,
Scott Tucker, and Matt Cole-
man to lock up the middle
blocker's position.

Before any lineup could be

brought the intensity that

got us as far as we had got-
ten and they easily beat us

in 2 games ending our run

at this yeards
tbogag.r 6s side
Great playing by all, an
intense and fun team atti-
tude, and great friends
coming together for long 3
days of volleyball with a lot
of fun in between led to

of

tyo

made, the team had to get to
Dallas. And boy was this an
adventure! Before even arriv-
ing at the airport, many of the
player's flights out of Syracuse
were cancelled. Scott Tucker
was one of the first flights of
the morning, and he sent a
warning message out to every-
one to check their flight status.
As it turned out, almost half of
the teams flights had been
cancelled due to weather
around the country. Thankfully,
only one player was unable to
re-book their flights to get to
Dallas on Friday. Another fortu-
nate outcome- our first match
was not until 2pm on Saturday,
so even Nick was able to make
it to Dallas in time to play.

Those of us that were able to
make it to Dallas on Friday
night all got together with our
women's club team Rockstar-
for some fantastic TexMex
food. We were even able to
find a cab driver for the rest of
the trip. Our cab trip home was
in record time- with our driver,
Magic, providing safe and fast
transit. We were set! We had
his number on speeddial the
rest of the trip.

Finally, Saturday afternoon, our

Page 16

another great time in Dal-
las. We feel that we repre-
sented IREVA with pride
and had a successful cam-
paigrSad We mdde-t to gold
in a level full of very strong
teams and a high level of
talent.

Thanks to all that sup-
ported us and to the
IREVA Region for your
continued support.

team all made it to Dallas to-
gether and was ready to play.
Our first match was against
Shinkara Black- a team of
giants, providing a large size
advantage over our lineup.
Zero Gravity put up a valiant
fight, but lost in 2 games 2515
and 25-22. Things started to
click a little bit in the second
game though, as Nick and
Nathan started to find a
rhythm passing and Charles
was able to really run the of-
fense. While not quite a vic-
tory, we still took a lot of mo-
mentum into our next round
match.

Our second match was against
a team called "Welcome to
Poundtown". This was an excit-
ing, high energy match, with
both sets going to extra points.
Zero Gravity ended up winning
both of these games, 2927

and 27-25. Perhaps the defin-
ing moment from the match
was OH Nathan Rose recover-
ing from a missed connection,
and jumping literally from be-
hind the ref stand to block
Poundtown's best hitter in tran-
sition.

Our next match was a bit of let
down match. We had a big
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emotional let down after win-
ning those previous two tight
games, and we played an aver-
age team- Thunder Road. Un-
able to pull the same fire and
intensity as our last match, we
dropped this match in 2 sets,
25-21 and 25-19. We left for
the night a little underwhelmed
with out performance, but
knowing that if we just find
some fire, we can really com-
pete in this event.

The second day started off with
a pretty easy match. Team
Hogan's Heroes almost had to
forfeit their match, because
they didn't have enough legal
uniforms for their team players.
With their wardrobe finally es-
tablished, they proceeded to
experience the stronger play of
Zero Gravity. We dispatched
this team in an easy victory, 25
17 and 25-14.

Unfortunately, we carried this
slightly nonchalant attitude into
our next match, against a
strong team- Sex Panther.
This team was a younger,
slightly cocky team. They had
some talented athletes, but we
knew we had better skill and
experience. The first set was
heated, with Sex Panther finally
getting the set point at 3028.
Zero Gravity folded a little bit in
set 2, after the hard fought
loss. Sex Panther won the

OHangmano
Mens BB

Aaron Kemmer

Team Hangmanos
de,

playing outsi

match with a 2519 second set
victory.

Mental fatigue began to setin a
bit in our next match, with too
many unforced errors resulting
in a somewhat sloppy loss to
team Mixed Nuts- 25-18 and
25-19. We had resigned our-
selves to the Copper bracket
and were ready for the tough
day to be over. The team had
played a number of matches
back-to-back, and we were
ready for dinner and a night
out in Dallas. In a sign of tech-
nology moving froward, our
youngest player literally ordered
pizza from the train on the way
back to the hotel. "To the
cloud", he stated as he placed
the order through the onlne
system, without even talking to
an operator. The pizza showed
up at the hotel literally as we
walked up to the front door.
And boy was it needed! A night
of team bonding, pizza, and
beer was exactly what the doc-
tor ordered.

The final day of competition did
not fare much better for our
team. We had some tough
match up issues, with a couple
large hitters on opposing teams
matched up against a fatigued
block. Our offense just wasn't
able to keep up with either
team Balls and Beers or team
Absolut TNG. We were elimi-
nated in the next two matches,
unable to take a set from ei-

pl ayers for
Rob Gray

Nat.i
and

ther team. We packed up our
bags, and went over to support
our (now surging) women's
team. The ladies were able to
pull off what we couldn't with
some inspiring play all around.
It was great to see our region
pulling out some victories.

That night, we finally got every-
one together for a team dinner
at a great Brazillian steakhouse
- Texas de Brazil. This restau-
rant has a unique format, in
that the servers continue to
come through with as much as
you want of all sorts of meats.
They had pork, chicken, lamb,
and of course beef. Cooked
and seasoned in a variety of
ways, everyone in our huge
party left the meal stuffed and
satisfied, each getting just
enough of their favorites. It
was a great meal with a great
set of teammates. Everyone
left with a big smile and a full
stomach.

We would like to extend a
thanks to everyone who came
to watch. The support from
fellow IREVA teams was notice-
able more at this tournament
than at any previous event. It
was clear that everyone was
cheering for and supporting
each other in this tournament.
This region truly has become
tighter over the past several
years, and we are proud to be
a part of the community.

onal s in
Pat Conway
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truly has
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over the past
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and we are
proud to be a
part of the
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playing mid

sted of
e Br e

dl e,

liams playing opposite and Tyler Barbaro playing libero. Had a lot of fun hanging out
with the boys, enjoying some good steak, barbeque, and hanging with team Altitude,
as well. | learned never to play catch phrase or attempt a cannon ball ever again, both
do not end well. Our teammates and friends make all of these nationals experiences
worth going to each year and a special thanks to all.
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Going into this tourney we knew it was going to be tough, being on the good
part of the week there are generally much tougher BB teams and mostly because there
were only 3 people who played all year with our team and one of which was coming off
of a broken leg. The first match proved to be just that as we barely reached double
digits against what ended up being the 5 th best team in BB.

Our team however, showed such perseverance and when times got tough we
rose to the occasion. We went on to go 2-2 in the next 4 matches including beating #2
seed Chicago Coast to make a gold play -in. After a disappointing loss in the first gold
play -in game our team could have let down but fought to beat 3 very good teams to
make the Bronze finals where we eventually lost to Boomers.

| want to give a special shout out to Rob and Pat who just dominated many of
the teams. They were just unstoppable for most of the tournament and can share the

MVP award. Brett can now replace his middle
after he just blew up the last 3 or 4 matches. Special thanks to Marc for all he did for

the team and for playing as well as he did after such a tough injury. Very proud of my

team ranked 26 th out of 65. We competed with a lot of good teams in Nationals, and

very proud of Team Hangmands overall year. It
whole | ot of fun and will be even better afteri
Legion 0Bl acké

Mens BB

James Hosley

The 2011 season was the
third official season for
Legion Black out of the
IREVA region. The team
saw a lot of success leading
up to Nationals in Dallas.
Legion finished 3 ' at an
AA Penn State tournament
in December that fielded
28 teams and the team
took 2nd at the Siena tour-
nament (in the A pool) in
March among many other
notable finishes. After a
disappointing record in
Phoenix, we were deter-
mined to play better in
Dallas.

The Legion Black team in
Dallas had a total of 8
players. Only four were
from the Albany area, and
the other four from differ-
ent states. The familiar
faces were James Hosley,
Scott Fitzgerald and Matt
Tuller, with the late addi-

tion of Sean Lammerts.
Rounding out the roster
were Mitch Kantner and
Keenan Albright (two play-
ers from Pennsylvania),
Jon Stellefson (South Caro-
lina), and Steve Garner
(Wisconsin).

In our first match at Dal-
las, Jon re -aggravated a
torn hamstring and was
moved to libero for the
tournament. An ex -EIVA
Division I/ll player of the
week from East Strouds-
burg on the outside was a
big loss. However, Legion
played well enough to fin-
ish with a 1 -2 match record
after day one. Day number
two was very up and down.
Legion came from behind
to win a match against
Absolut TNG 2 -1 (22-25, 27
-25, 16-14) to put them at a
2-2 record. Later in the
afternoon we played Proli-

fik, a team that finished in
the gold bracket. Despite
playing well, Legion lost 2 -
0 (25-21, 27-25) and had a
matchup against Lake
County VBC for the last
pool play match. In game
one of the most important
match thus far for Legion,
the team got out to a 23 -16
lead. However, we were
unable to close out the set
despite a heavy lead and
went on to lose the first set
26-28. As a team we never
recovered from this loss
and dropped set #2 (16 -25).

After a somewhat disap-
pointing finish to pool play,
Legion had a match

against Ninja Assault in

the morning on Monday.
Legion played well and

won the match 2 -0 (25-21,
27-25). The team had an 8 -
hour break after the win,
ending with a match
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against MITGVC Monday
night in the copper bracket.
Legion came out flat in
game one and lost 16-25.
After recovering and lead-
ing the majority of game 2,
the team lost Matt Tuller

OBoomer sbo
Mens BB
Michael Shorkey

For the 12" year in a row
Boomers participated in the
USAV Volleyball Champion-
ships. We arrived in Dallas
to play in
BB Division. | only returned
3 players from last years
team so this year | took 3

FKOo s, 2
cagey
FKds were

Yates & Spencer Hilland.
Seasoned newbies Jake
Bluhm & Sean Porta and

to a foot injury and ended
up dropping game 2 (24 -
26). Legion Black finished
the tournament witha 3 -5
record in match play and a
6-11 record in set play.

Legion had another injury -
filled experience (similar to

bracket and finish 83. The
weird thing was that in 2 of
those matches we faced the
2 teams that beat us in our

t h @oolGaird were ablmto pag & 0

6l il retribut
both of them out only to
play a team (Hangman)

s e as o frendur&wn3egicnrinate t y / down for the count
v et er an $inals. tis alveaystigedos .
Ky | elayThw the 4"ady and &id | | Which wich, Karaoke &

on a winning note. Special
thanks to our cheering sec-
tion for helping and keeping

repeat veteran offenders Bob us motivated. So all in all |

Faux, Sean Clements (no
longer eldest) & myself
(Shorkey).

As typical the first two days
of the tournament were used
for our 7 team pool during
however we lost a cagey vet-
eran to a back injury on the
27 day. We played well in
pool, got outplayed by 1
team and lost in 3 to an-
other and finished 42 & in
34, We still had opportunity
to make the gold bracket
but we lost the playin

match in 3 close games. We
then proceeded to win 4
straight matches to win our

feel very good with what
Boomers accomplished this
year. | am definitely hopeful
to put together another
quality squad for next year
in Salt Lake
not forget the highlights &
lowlights of other activities
we engaged i
the week (in no particular
order & other
maybe intentionally).

n

* Dallas Zoo/Feeding Giraffe
& Visiting Grassy Knoll
where JFK was shot

* Jakeds bear

* Assisting Mateflex team
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Minnesota in 2009) at Na-
tionals, but was still able to
finish with a respectable
record in BB. The team is
looking forward to another
indoor season in 2012 with
their eyes on Salt Lake
City in May.

* Having Yates really open
up and letting feelings
flow

*The Spencer show: (cow
S prodding, wrestling,

lopLaldafnogkK
* Pillow fight that got 1 playa

* Spaghetti factory, Patio bar

Last supper

* The Ms.GUSA at our ho-
tel. Awesome folk. Very !
eye catching indeed.

And some quot esé.
aimed high for the belly,
Darryl got
you open your mouth |
cap see thedight, | e t
Spencer got butt kicked
by 2 girls n 1 cup
6guot esd f

roosteredd, | f

(@]]

Ci

&

g’hpnkgrégtgoomerés

Bangers for another =
successful season. We §
look forward to doing it
again next year in Utah

hgpefull
%%ugy sandwi

or
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0Serves 0US6 Rightod

Mens B

Prineet Amin

After a great regional sea-
son and winning regionals,
wedre off to
location where the heat of
the air feels like a car ex-
haust blowing in your face.
We were all a little disap-
pointed to find that our
hotel was not walking dis-

ternoon. And of course, we
have the morning session.

3 games of pool play.
Guess who we play for our

first match! The only other
IREVA B team in the tour-

next day finishing pool
play 4-1 and off to the gold

D @0l yum e misskdourtfitste r challenge. Unfortunately

we lost to a team from
Florida knocking us out of
Gold. But worse was that
Jeff, our OH that arrived
to Dallas late, sprained his
ankle towards the end of

tance to the convention nament; Tea and Crackers!  t he mat ch. Now th
center, but at least we had Playing them all season, some seriously bad luck.
a Denny®6s r i ghwekpewwewerggpdar a Back to our day 1 line -up
. . difficult first match. It was i iminati
Yet another trip to nation- and facing elimination
; - a hard fought 3 set match, from the tournament. Now
als with a promising team. . ~ . :
- but we prevailed at the end wedre fighting for
Three new additions along (25-22, 21-25, 15-13) W ved first
with some familiar faces; ' ' ' € survived our irs
Prineet Amin 8 OH, Roger ~ On to our next match, the Bronze match but we had
Kou & OH, Mark Browne & infamous team from Ha- to make it close by going 3
MB, Joe Wager & MB, waii. We got smoked the sets. However, we
. Chris Kilmer 9 S, Steve first set 25 -17, but settled so lucky du.rlng_ our next
0OAnot her Laubenberg & RS, Colin in for a well -played match match. Losing in 3 to New
location where Rose 8 DS. Jeff Snyder & the 21 set. We were so England team.
the heat of the OH close to giving team Molten  Although finishing in the
. their first loss set, but we Bronze bracket again this
air feels like a We were a little nervous just coul dndt jehrwe Gehaink hag an
when we found out that g !
car exhaust , off. Lost2nd set26-24. We fun time. We hope to see
Jeff, our starting OH was - .
o ' ; finished off the day 2 -1 and  everyone at Nationals next
blowing in your stranded in South Carolina . g
due to th th d ready for tomorrow with year in Salt Lake!!
face. 6 ue 1o the weather an our other OH joining us,
wasndt going 0 make it to
Dallas until Saturday af- We came out strong the
0Tea and Crackersbd
Mens B
Dimitri Garder
Life rewards ddompmanmedstddqgyup ofliket 6Hold that thought.
onedof the furf1damental -mlnded_llll_'ldlwduer:IsII\NhO The 2011 USAV nationals
;en encies o na(tjure to ?hre.unm ing t? cf a engg tournament in Dallas was
avor species and organ- eirown pointofview. So " .. ess from the

isms that can more easily
adapt, and diversity is a
basic requirement for ad-
aptation.

to appreciate this in over
20 years of business, where
diversity of thought in a
management team will
consistently yield better
decision-making, when

it begs the question
whether diversity is also
good for the sport of volley-

| 6 v lmall. ®OUrationdlseerperi e d

ence this year suggests
that it should be; our
IREVA experience sug-
gests otherwise. And yes, |
used a semi-colon just now.

perspective. The tourna-
ment committee made a
number of excellent im-
provements to the event,
and kept the best aspects
that have always worked
well in the past. Among
the most appreciated are
the addition of the website
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Continued from Page 20 have gone their own way, and w
them for that because we know
But none of it is easy. We work hard at it because

mMpoLtant. And v

which publishes team schedules even well before
the start of the tournament, eliminating the mean-

ingless captainds meeting, anp'em%kpﬂ\{vﬂ hPﬁg
cellent hotel booking service with very competitive eams fike us oo

hotel rates. Despite Dallas being a less than ide- Fortunately, USAV seems to get that. Disappoint-

ally structured city for a tournament like this, the ingly, |l REVA doesndét . USAV to
city metro (DART) made commuting from the dis- tatives, officials, players, and spectators go out of

tant hotels a reasonable endeavor. The only strike their way to cheer us on, take photos with us, laugh

against Dallas is its failure to adequately prepare with us, laugh at us; they love our warmups, stick-

| ocal bars and restaurants; marsiandantics. Wa thaughtdtiwdutd get old after a

know that the event was scheduled. The only few years, instead people come to us asking for the

strike against USAV continues to be the awful new stickers, telling us the outfits are better than

playersd party. USAV ne
It

ds tbasetheak, theskrngpus what wedr
proach to that event, S

e myearr Weatenadiit dogvn last year with
oconservative6 powder blue vel
thought it would be more practical, but the people

e
0

Now what was all that about diversity? Well, it
seems to us that just as a diverse group of people

. . : 0 | i i
make the world a more interesting and successful f poke: oL ame Y Pick ‘ ; t up guys,
place than if everyone was the same, it should rom you.o Year a er year we
stand to reason that a diverse group of teams positive response from officials, attendees and spec-
tators, and itds rewarding to

should make the competitive environment more

interesting and fun, particularly in an amateur, contagious, and it makes the hard work worth it.

adult -oriented sporting event. Volleyball needs But | spoke with a player from a Midwest region

teams that are consistently competitive and raise who had met an IREVA official earlier in the tour-

the level of skill and expectations to keep the sport nament . He told the official,
moving forward. IREVA has teams like this, Le- guys, we |l ove to see what stup
gion men and women, Arsenal, Boomers, et al, gonna do every year. You must be really proud to

who are consistently competitive at the national have them in your region, they
level and are important ambassadors of our re- bassadors for the sport. 6 The
gion. But volleyball needs other types of teams the player that the region in fact dislikes us, and

too, since the only way to attract and retain new that wedre a source of great f
players is to create a competitive and enjoyable board and for the regional coordinators. This guy

environment at all levels. just couldndt believe it. He
So where do we fit into all of this? Well, our team told me that whatevgr our region thinks, they Iove' ~

is and always has been about fun, about remem- us ff’lt nationals and think weor
bering that we take vacation time to travel to of making the tournament a success.

these tournaments at our own expense, and that if | had two or three other conversations just like that

we arenod6t having fun then we duhngthé 4ddays we were thetey ane gheriteam-

And volleyball needs that too. An important point mates had similar experiences. One of the former

|l ost on most people is that t@aené&ddnadorpandonbbpwemends team
by accident; our team was created nearly 10 years that our approach was the greatest display of team-

ago with that exact mission, to make it about fun work that shedd seen, and that
above all else, even winning. And while it may Years ago when we started, one of the Paul

seem that itds just an easy whlijchel payecs told bne of bur gugsithdt wa wete

take the game seriously, anyone who really knows taking all of the attention away from them. He

us would agree that we work as hard at keeping said with some aggravation, 0y
the team fun as other teams work at keeping their than we ared. But now | dm br a

rosters young and talented and trained and com-
petitive. Teamwork and fun are the #1 priorities
for us, and we work hard at it. Our players are

We get that IREVA is protective of its junior play-
ers, and we respect that. But the closest the region

t led triputi
best friends, we go to each O\Ihlaﬁevercomeoacggwe gin ?ULC@nangujlc:gsm Bi shop
ineach otherd6s weddings, 9 Oysd ofr créafive Qner8y to sﬁp[)o?t Tegional coordi-

birthday parties, we let each other~sleep on our. natin act|V|t|es ut the region can do better.
couches when wedre going thr 0 |k ffeén‘ﬁbﬁ/&snytaﬂthmk

\P:Ve odv 'ed de')[hvte n. ! oS t S0 tmet (rj eal ly t fhakés votlle%/ksjall apg edt $ubcks? in i8 &tea. We
ave gecided that winning 1S more important an have competitive teams, we have grass -roots teams
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with eager, young players looking to become the next great players, and we
have fun teams who make volleyball enjoyable to play and watch. Whether
IREVA realizes this and appreciates it is another matter. The region can
choose to view us as a threat and a source of frustration, or as an opportunity
and an asset. Our team is very clear on what our goals and objectives are.

Legion o0Blueo

Mens Open
Chris Hosley

Roster:

# Chris Hosley Despite a slow start at the 2011 USA Open, LVC
Blue managed to come back to make the Silver

#2 Jon Keller Bracket semi-finals and finish 9 * overall in the

#3 Ricky Albano Open Division. Below are the results of our pool

45 Gregory Higgins play and playoff matches:

#6 Robert Soris Match #1 vs. Team Florida (FL)
#H7 AJ Nally Loss 03 (2025, 2628, 1725)

#8 Mike Doolittle Match #2 vs. OCVC/Smack (SC)
#9 Tom Driscoll Loss 03 (21-25, 1925, 2225)
#11 William Foley Match #3 vs. Guerilla VB (PU)
#15 James Seitelman Win 3-0 (3432, 2516, 2522)

Match #4 vs. Ruffriders (CA)
Loss 03 (1925, 2125, 2527)
Match #5 vs. Creole (GE)
Loss 13 (1925, 2025, 2522, 1725)
Match #6 vs. M.A.R.C. (CA)
Win 3-0 (2512, 2519, 2927)
Match #7 vs. Lights Out (GL)
Loss 03 (27-29, 2125, 2025)

Legion Volleyball Club would like to thank IREVA and all of its
members for the continued support throughout the years and again in
Dallas, TX in 2011. Our most important attribute is the growing num-
bers of participants in our region. | felt like | could walk around to any

court and find someone | knew. So again, thanks to all.



